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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
The problem of proper curricula is one of the most 
widely discussed educational issues on both national and 
local levels. To provide the best of educational fare for 
his students is the primary and most important task of 
every administrator.
No small amount of criticism has been directed at 
foreign language education as a part of the high school 
curriculum. It has been attacked in the field of general 
education as well as that of functional education. Dunkel 
makes the following statement in this regard;
If we are to form any adequate idea of the proper 
position of language study in general education we 
can scarcely rest content with the feeling that lan­
guage study is merely no worse than the other parts 
of general education, Moreover, many language teach­
ers feel that language study does not now have its 
rightful place in general education. One way of 
gaining that status may be the use of pressure, 
propaganda, and rhetoric. It seems to bad, however, if 
another way - that of demonstrating its contribution - 
should be ignored,1
—  .
■^Harold E, Dunkel, "Determining the Place of Foreign 
languages in General Education,” The Journal of General 
Education, 6:59, October, 1951^
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The Purposes of the Study
The fundamental purposes of this survey were to 
gather, compile, and present data on the present status of 
foreign language education in the public high schools of 
Montana. Educators are keenly aware that high schools must 
examine the content of their curricula, review their objec­
tives, and weigh their results. The importance of the sub­
ject, the pupil’s development in the subject, and the func­
tional value of the subject can thus be evaluated.
The normative survey method of investigation should, 
according to Good, Barr, and Scates, reveal practices or 
conditions which are above the average, focus attention on 
needs that remain unobserved, and call attention to current 
trends which will lead to evaluation and give direction to 
new policy.2 This survey was completed with such purposes 
in view.
Specifically the purposes of this study were to 
present as accurately as possible the present status of 
education in foreign languages in Montana public high 
schools. The following avenues of interest will be pursued;
1. Training, teaching experience, and contact with 
foreign countries of the foreign language teachers.
Carter V, Good, A. 3. Barr, and Douglas E . Scates, 
The Methodology of Educational Research (New York: Apple­
ton -Üintïïrŷ ^̂ Ürof ts ,TncT7~r^3^) , pp. 3 3 6.
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2. Curricular offerings in the field of foreign 
language education,
3* Class enrollments in foreign language courses,
4. Analysis of standards, materials, and «methods 
used in the teaching of foreign languages.
The Importance of the Study
If a survey is to attain any degree of merit it must 
be of some practical value to tnose who consider the inform­
ation the survey contains. Such infor^ration should point 
out deficiencies and weaknesses, as well as certain aspects 
of strength and achievement in the field of survey. To 
learn what is being accomplished under present high school 
programs is a prerequisite to improvement in any high school 
curriculum.
The information on record in the State Department of 
Public Instruction in Helena, liontana, is not in suitable 
form for easy analysis, nor is it available to all who might 
be interested. William I, King, State High School Super­
visor, stated that the research facilities of his office are 
greatly limited as to personnel and available time for such 
activity; and that, because of the confidential nature of 
the records, access to them must be restricted.
Certainly much more extensive research is needed be­
fore any definite conclusions on the effectiveness and ade-
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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quacy of the present status of foreign language education in 
Montana may be reached. Efforts in this field of research 
have been very few. Lack of effort in this respect is ap­
parent at the national level of research also, Carroll and 
Richards, in a review of research done in foreign language 
education over the past seven years, state, "In this respect, 
foreign language education contributions of educational re­
search and psychology have continued to be meagre,"^
The Scope of the Study
This survey is liiTiited to public high schools within 
Montana. The data presented are of senior high schools with 
grades nine through twelve, or ten through twelve. The 
ninth grade in all junior high schools has also been inclu­
ded, All teachers and administrators vdio were teaching one 
or more classes in a foreign language during the first 
semester of the 1951-1952 school year are included in this 
study.
Limitations of the Study
While the field of foreign language education is a 
relatively smll one, this survey cannot be considered to be
^John B. Carroll and S, Earle Richards, "Instruction 
in Foreign Languages", Review of Educational Research, 
22:129, April, 1952.
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complete in all respects. As the findings are organized and 
evaluated, many avenues of interest open up and challenge 
investigation. But limitations are im-iediately apparent 
when reliable reference is sought to support such statistics.
Several days were spent in the office of the State 
Department of Public Instruction, Helena, Montana, in tabula­
ting and summarizing data. In endeavoring to establish a 
trend in the demand and availability of foreign language ed­
ucation, it was discovered that records were only available 
from 1935. This eliminated the possibility of studying 
earlier enrollments in this field of instruction. The Form 
A Reports^ from this office furnished statistics for enroll­
ment tables of recent years. The names of foreign language 
teachers were also secured from this source.
The greatest portion of current information for this 
study was taken from questionnaires, and it should be recog­
nized that this source of information faces the limitation 
of percentage return.
Another source of difficulty arises from failure to 
respond to one» s request for information. Questionnaires 
whiclk are not returned and incompleted questionnaires 
present difficult problems of interpretation, particular­
ly when the returns are expressed in per cent.5
^Administrative Reports required by the High School 
Supervisor, Department of Public Instruction, Helena, Montana, 
from every high school in Montana. The Form A Report con­
tains, in part, the names of teachers, the subjects taught, 
and class enrollments of each high school.
5Good, Barr, and Scates, op. cit.. p. 336.
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Although the percentage of r t -rn on this questioa.iaire was 
relatively high, findings are somewhat limited in the siî all- 
er school groupings.
Accurate information is soiz.i ti :os limiocd by inaccur­
acies in reporting. To encourage full cooperation the 
letter of transmittal stated that information received would 
be held in confidence, and that no reference to any school 
system would be made. The subjective nature of some of the 
questions imposed another limitation that should be recog­
nized.
Definition of Terms
Foreign language teacl er: a secondary school instruc­
tor teaching one or more foreign language classes, with no 
indication as to teaching majors and l’ânors, college credits, 
or degrees held.
High school: that part of the i.;ublic school system
which follows the usual elementary school, and is composed 
of grades nine through twelve or ten through twelve.
Subject natter field: refers to one of the twelve
divisions of the secondary school subjects such as history, 
English, or foreign language.
Subject; A subdivision of the above definition. In 
the subject matter field of foreign language the subjects of 
Latin, Spanish, French, and German are included.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Course offering; refers simply to the name of the 
subject and is not an analysis of what the subject contains. 
Curriculum; a combination of subjects; a prescribed 
course of study,
Teachin.g; major in a foreign lang:uar.e; forty-five or 
more college credits. However, allowance is nad© for work 
taken in high school so that a teaching major is defined in 
terms of proficiency rather than number of credits.^
Teaching minor in a foreign language : thirty or more
college credits. Students who enter the University with 
high school units in foreign language are allowed credit for 
their work.^
^University of montana Bulletin. Montana otate Uni­
versity Series No, 43&, pp, 81, July, 1951, Missoula, Montana,
7lbid.. pp. 87.
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CHAPTER II
L'f RijjuAiViD Ki-'.
An investigation of the number of published studies 
related to the status of foreign language education proved 
interesting but produced limited findings. Carroll and 
Richards, who have covered all research done in this field 
since January 1946, report:
While a large number of contributions to the litera­
ture of this field were published during the period, 
comparatively few of them can be thought of as repre­
senting educational research studies.1
Fxtensive refei’ence can be found to writings wnich 
suggest new orientations, methods, trenas, and objectives 
in language teaching. These are, however, experimental 
studies; and while they definitely pertain to such a study 
as this, they cannot be classified as reaated research.
The following cuia-aries of rcxateu research arc not 
to be taken as a comprehensive survey of ail studies in the 
field, but merely as a representative sample of a few 
selected studies, vne early effort of national significance 
will be considered. Certain related research has been done 
within the state of hontana and will be reviewed, .^owevex, 
these efforts are few and inconclusive.
John B, Carroll, and 3. Earle Richards, ^Instruction 
in Foreign Languages", Review of Educational Research. 22:102 
April, 1952.
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Of special interest is the national effort hiade by 
The hodern Foreign language S t u d y T h i s  investigation of 
the situation with respect to the teaching of foreign lan­
guages in the united States was organized under the sponsor» 
ship of the American Council on Education in 1^24. It pre­
sents statistical material as a basis for interpretation and 
correlation with other d^ta. The study reveals that the 
foreign language enrollment, spring session, 1925, in the 
public high schools of Montana was 12 per cent of the total 
nigh school enrollment. Of those enrolled in foreign lan­
guage courses, 9 per cent were enrolled in French, 14 per 
cent in German, 14 per cent in Spanish, and 63 per cent in 
Latin, The total public high school population, enrolled in 
112 schools, was reported to be 14,134. Finety-six of the 
112 schools offered Latin, twenty-eight Spanish, twenty-six 
offered French, and one offered German. This research study 
is significant because it is the earliest data on foreign 
language enrollments in tu.e state of Montana that could be 
found for this study.
Foreign language education in Montana has received 
little attention from a research standpoint. The onuy study, 
limited to this field, was made twenty-six years ago.
    .— p*^Carleton A. Wheeler, and others, Lnrollment in the 
Foreign Languages in Secondary Schools and Colleges of the 
United States (New fork: The Macmillan Com;any, 192ÏÏT, p. 71.
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In 1926 Haynes^ made a survey of modern language instruction 
in Montana high schools in an effort designed to study ad­
ministrative practices affecting modern language instruction. 
His purpose was to gather data which could be used to aid 
the high school administrator, the high school teacher, 
college departments engaged in training teachers of modern 
languages, and those students preparing to become teachers 
of modern languages.
An interesting side light is the fact that Haynes 
also comi..ents on the difficulty of securing information for 
his study. The Modern Foreign Language Study mentioned 
previously in this study had not been published at the time 
of the Haynes study.
Information for his survey was gathered from the high 
school reports for the school year 1924-25 which were on 
file in the office of the State High School Supervisor, and 
through the distribution of a questionnaire to all teachers 
of languages in r.ontana high schools. Replies were received 
from forty-three teachers. This represented a 60,5 per cent 
return. Data from the office of the High School Supervisor 
used by Haynes is not now available,
A comparative analysis between the two studies is 
hindered by the varied methods of classifying the data. The
3charles 0, Haynes, "The Administration of Modern 
Language Instruction in Montana," (unpublished Master»s 
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, 1926),
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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enrollment breakdown in the 1926 study vras n̂ ade by first, 
second, and third class districts plus county hî :h school 
districts. The present study follows the classification of 
graduated groups as inaugurated by Barnes^ in 19W .  As 
stated on page seventeen, it is believed that a more meaning­
ful picture could be obtained by grouping those schools 
whose enrollments are more nearly equal. Pertinent infor­
mation concerning the findings in Haynes* thesis will be 
inserted in this study,
A survey of foreign language education was made in 
Arizona in 1934 by Batchelder,5 while this is a more recent 
study than the above mentioned one, the method and organi­
zation followed closely that of Haynes*• However, a com­
parison of statistics does not yield an accurate sumj^ary, 
for Batchelder was primarily concerned with setting forth 
aims and objectives, and of instigating a state course of 
study plans.
In 1 9 W  Barnes^, in his research study at Ilontana 
State University, Investigated educational offerings in 
Montana high schools from 1945 through 1947. He traced
^Antrim E, Barnes, Jr., "Educational Offerings in 
Montana High Schools, 1945-1947.” (unpublished Master*s 
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, 1943) p. 19.
5Algernon Coleman, Aji Analytical Bibllor:raphv of 
Modern language Teaching (Chicago; The University Press, 
1933) pp. l-2t
^Barnes, 0£, cit.. p, 81.
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foreign language offerings from 1926, and found that at the 
time of his study Latin I was offered most frequently. 
Spanish I and IX showed an increase of 6 per cent in foreign 
language offerings over that of 1926; French, offered by 
20 per cent of the schools of Fiontana in 1926, was offered 
by only 4 per cent of them in 1946.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
ChÂPTER III 
3URVKÏ PROCLDURE 
Sources of Data
The information contained in this study was obtained 
from an analysis of reports, confidential records, and j- 
questionnaires «
From the office of Mr, William I, King, Montana State 
Department of Public Instruction, the Form A High School 
Reports were secured for analysis. These reports were be­
lieved to be the most accurate and correct records attainable, 
and assured a complete coverage of all Montana high schools. 
The 1951-1952 Form A Reports were used to compile a list of 
the teachers of foreign languages in the state. The Form A 
Reports of previous years were used to secure enrollment 
statistics in language courses for those years. Enrollment 
figures were also taken from the yearly reports of the High 
School Supervisor to the State Superintendent of Public In­
struction,
A questionnaire was prepared and mailed to the 
teachers of foreign languages in Montana high schools. The 
questionnaire requested information concerning teacher quali­
fications and practices under five general headings: pro­
fessional information, training, instruction, administration,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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and general, A letter of transmittal accompanied the ques­
tionnaire. One month after the mailing date of the original 
questionnaire, a follow-up postal card was sent to those 
teachers who had not returned the questionnaire. Certain 
information from the questionnaire, such as that pertaining 
to training, was spot-checked against the sa^e information 
on the Form A Reports and was found to be highly reliable.
Of the sixty-one schools to which questionnaires were 
mailed, forty-nine of the schools replied. Of the eighty- 
four foreign language teachers included in this study, as 
taken from the Form A Reports, sixty-seven were represented 
in the questionnaire returns. This represented an ^3 per 
cent return from high schools, and a 79.5 per cent return 
from teachers interviewed by questionnaires.
Recording the Data
From the Form A Reports for 1951-1952 filed in the 
office of the High School Supervisor, State Department of 
Public Instruction, Helena, Montana, were secured the names 
of the foreign language teachers and of the high schools in 
which they taught. As was to be expected, a few changes had 
occurred since the forms had been filed. The Form A Reports, 
however, proved highly reliable for this source of informa­
tion.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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In securing the class enrollments in foreign languages 
it was again necessary to examine the Forn. reports. As 
has been stated vn page three, research has not been an 
active function of the office of high School Supervisor. 
However, this office was able to furnish enrollment figures 
for the year 1950-1951 fron a study it had prepared covering 
subject enrollments for that year.^ The superviseras comment 
sets forth the position of the office of the High School 
Supervisor in connection with needed research in his office:
Until recent years, the Part A report failed to show 
class enrollments, making difficult any research on 
trends in the size of classes. Class titles were not 
well defined, and at the present time, a number of sub­
jects cannot be classified because of a lack of system­
atic nomenclature. For several good reasons, very 
little summarization of the parts of the Annual Report 
was attempted by departmental officials. The press of 
current duties left little time for a statistical re­
search, and a feeling of s^itisfactiv,n with the status 
quo on the part of educators and the public were not 
conducive to a questioning attitude. The piesent unrest 
which focuses on the utility of classical and tradition­
al curriculum has r.ade necessary this beginning of an 
analysis of high-school offerings^
Columnaranalysis paper with appropriate headings, such 
as Latin I, Latin II, Spanish 1, Spanish XI, was used and 
class enrollments noted on the Form A Reports were listed.
"  ■ 4..............     -Summary of Enrollment by Subjects .uontana High Schools 
1950-195^ (Helena, Montana: The State Department of Public 
Instruction, July, 1951), p. 5*
^Ibid.. p. 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
16
The tcrrainoio^y uced in designating course offerings 
on the Form A iceports in the field of foreigu language is 
subject to interpretation. Administrators do not use a 
standard or uniform method of indicating the coui’se nor the 
extent of the course. Gome schools list courses in hcitin I 
and Latin II; others list similar courses as Latin 11 and 
Latin 12. Such a designation may indicate first year Latin 
and second year Latin, or it may signify two semesters of 
first year L.^tin, In such cases an investigation of the 
total offerings in foreign language was made and the correct 
interpretation used.
Groupings for Tabulating Material
iany studies in I.ontana have grouped schools accord­
ing to district population as designated by Montana school 
laws, ije, first, second, and third class, ana county high 
schools,3 It has beem reccgniiîed that a grouping of schools 
according to school population is a more logical arrangement 
for the purposes of survey and comparison. For example, if 
the district classification were used in this study, Gweet 
Grass County High School, at Big Timber, \iith a school popu­
lation of 1É9 students, would be in the same category as 
Missoula County High School, at Missoula, with an enrollment
3jchool Law of the State of Montana, 1949, Chapter 95, 
S ections '1020 anil "lü^l,
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of 1300 students. Grouping by school population was used in 
recent studies at Montana State University by Barnes,^ 
Christman,^ and Langenbach.^ That grouping was selected and 
followed in this study. The classification of school groups 
was determined cn a basis of school enrollment in the follow­
ing categories:
Group I Over 350 pupils
Group II 151 to 350 pupils
Group III 76 to I50 pupils
Group IV 41 to 75 pupilsGroup V ,,•., Under 41 pupils
Most of the tables presented in this study will be divided
into the school groups as listed above.
The data presented in the tables throughout this study
represent tabulations from Form A Reports and questionnaires.
In some instances combinations of both sources were used.
The various tables may show a difference in the total number
of schools represented because answers to questions were
^Antrim E, Barnes, Jr., "Educational Offerings in 
Montana High Schools, 1945-1947," (unpublished Master’s 
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, Montana, 194^)*
^Charles Christman, "Subjects Taught in Combination 
with Mathematics by Montana Public Secondary School Teachers 
During the 1949-I95O School Year with a Partial Analysis of 
the Qualifications of These Teachers," (unpublished Master’s 
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, 1950),
^Robert G, langenbach, "A Survey of Commercial Educa­
tion in Montana Public High Schools for the Years 1949-1951," 
I unpublished Master’s thesis, Montana State University, 
Missoula, 1 9 5 1).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
18
omitted by some schools. Certain questions required multiple 
replies and will be reflected in the total frequencies of 
such tables.
Table I is based upon infor.:.ation from the Montana 
Educational Directory 1951-1 9 5 2 and shows the division of 
schools according to the grouping procedure as presented on 
page seventeen. The Form A Reports furnished the inforfiiation 
for the item concerning schools in which foreign language was 
offered.
Group I, containing the largest high schools in 
Montana, consists of fourteen high schools with enrollments 
of more than 350 pupils. This represents 8 per cent of the 1?6 
high schools reported in the Montana Educational Directory 
1951-1952.^ Of special significance is the fact that all of 
the schools in this group offer one or more foreign languages.
In Group II are included those schools with enroll­
ments of 151 pupils to 350 pupils. Here is found 14 per 
cent, or twenty-five, Montana high schools* Seventy per 
cent of these schools were teaching at least one foreign 
language.
Group III consists of forty-five high schools, which 
is 25 per cent of the schools in this survey. Yet the
Montana Educational Directory 1951-1952. Montana 
State Board of Public instruction, 1951,
^Ibid.. p. 11.
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TABLE I
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES uF 61 . NTANA 
PUBLIC HIGH SCHOi.LS N’HICH TEACH 
FOREIGN languages
SCHÛuL GROUPS
I II III IV V Total
Range of 
Enrollment
Over
350
151-350
76-
150
41—
75
Under
41
Schools 
in Groups 14 25 45 42 50 176
Per cent 
of Schools â.o 14.2 2 5 .6 2 3.a 28.4 100
Number of 
schools which 
teach foreign 
languages 14 19 17
7 4 61
Per cent of schools 
which teach 100 
foreign languages
76 37.7 16,0 8 34.6
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percentages of those schools offering at least one foreign 
language course dropped to approximately 3^ per cent.
A further percentage drop was noted in Group IV which 
is comprised of 24 per cent, or forty-two high schools of 
Montana, Only seven, or 16 per cent, of the forty-two high 
schools in this group offer a foreign language course.
Group V contains the largest number of Montana high 
schools with enrollments of less than forty-one pupils.
These schools are largely dependent upon teacher preparation 
for their curricular offerings. Four high schools in this 
group, or per cent, taught a foreign language.
Perhaps the most significant finding In Table I is 
the fact that 34.6 per cent of all the high schools in 
Montana teach at least one foreign language. This percent­
age will be related to other percentages of former years 
later in this study.
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CHAPTER IV
EXPERIENCE AMD QUALIFICATIFMS OF 
FÛREIGM LANGUAGE TEACHERS
What must language teachers do to prepare them­
selves for the task ahead? Is their task any harder 
than that of other teachers? From many points of 
view, we think so* The minimum preparations call 
for their learning well the language to be taught, 
and learning a foreign language is not an easy 
chore. It implies ability to speak it, understand 
it, and write it* All these tasks are very diffi­
cult *1
In evaluating the present status of foreign language 
education in Montana public high schools, it is necessary 
to investigate the qualifications and experience of those 
who instruct in this field of education. The material pre­
sented is not conclusive but it is hoped that the findings 
will be helpful to those concerned with evaluating the 
present status of foreign language education*
Teacher Experience
Teachin/r Experience in Secondary Schools* Inforraa- 
ation contained in Table 11 reveals the entire teaching 
experience in secondary schools of those teachers now 
teaching foreign languages. These data were compiled from
" “ '” "■," ‘■"'..-"4'......" " " ......- ...“̂ Julio del Toro, "Language Teachers anu Their Prepa­
ration," Jlh£ ..lio.dern _Lan.?uace ..Journal. 34:317, April, 1950.
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TABLE II
YEARS lF t e ac h i n g EXFERj.fâCE uF 67 l4v:ITA%A PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS 
PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1952
Y ears of 5 
Experience
} C H 0 0 L G R 0 U P s
Per
I II ^ 1 1 It V Total cent
1 2 2 1 2 0 7 10.44
2 1 4 2 1 2 10 1 4 .9 2
3 1 0 1 0 0 2 2 .9 8
4 0 2 2 0 0 4 5.97
5 0 0 i 0 0 1 1.49
6-10 3 4 1 0 0 a 1 1 .9 2
11-15 1 2 2 0 0 5 7.45
16-20 C 3 3 0 0 14 20.87
21-25 2 3 0 0 0 5 7.45
26-30 3 1 0 0 0 4 5 .9 6
31-35 3 0 0 0 0 3 4.47
3 6 - 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 4 5 .9 6
27 21 14 3 2 67 99.88
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the questionnaire, and in spot checking against the Fonri A 
Reports were found to be reliable.
Incidentally, there was no indication of reluctance 
to answer certain questions in the questionnaire such as, 
"How many years have you taught?" Furthermore, in only one 
instance did a teacher fail to sign his name to the ques­
tionnaire.
From the information presented in Table II it may be
noted that 25 per cent of the foreign language teachers have
two years or less teaching experience. However, a more 
significant finding is that 50 per cent of the teachers in 
this field have had more than twelve years of experience, 
Langenbach’s study of the field of commercial education in 
1951 revealed that over 50 per cent of the teacliers in that 
field had less than five years of teaching experience.
Teaching Experience in Foreign Language Classes, In
Table III may be found the records of foreign language
teaching experience of the sixty-seven teachers who answered 
the questionnaire. It should be understood that in many 
instances the same teacher may Lave taught two foreign lan­
guages over a period of years. No effort was m d e  to ac­
count for such cases. To do so would have thrown Table II 
out of perspective.
^Robert G. Langenbach, "A Survey of Commercial Educa­
tion in Montana Public High Schools for the Years 1949-1951»” 
{unpublished Master’s thesis, Montana State University, 
Missoula, 1951).
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TABLE III
ÏEAK3 LE LüHF.iGN LALGUAGL T'l ̂ Ci-irG LLFI RTFKCF OF 67 Ml NT ANA PUBLIC HIGh SCHOOL TLACI.lUS PuIuP TO SLPTLLBLR 1952
Years of S C  
Experience
I
H O C
""-IT -
L G
.Ill
a c u
IV
P s
V Total
Per
cent
1 2 3 1 3 2 H 16.41
2 1 3 2 0 0 6 8.95
3 i 1 2 0 0 4 5.97
4 0 2 1 0 0 3 4.47
5 2 1 1 0 0 4 5.97
6-10 3 5 4 0 0 12 17.89
11-15 2 2 1 0 0 5 7.45
16-20 6 3 2 0 0 11 16.40
21-25 4 1 0 0 0 5 7.45
26-30 2 0 0 0 0 2 2.98
31-35 4 0 0 0 0 4 5.96
27 21 14 3 2 67 )9.90
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In comparing Table III with Table II it was found 
that 50 per cent of the foreign language teacners in Montana 
had more than twelve years cf teaching experience, however, 
50 per cent of tneiu aad less than nine years experience in 
the teaching of foreign language, i bservation also showed 
that 25 per cent of the teachers had two years or less ex­
perience in teaching foreign languages, 11even teachers 
began their first year of teaching a foreign language course 
in September 1951. All groups of schools had from one to 
three beginning teachers, and in Groups IT and V all were 
teaching their first year in that subject fiexd.
Personal Ixperience of Foreign language Teachers in 
the Country ..hose Language They Teach, In connection with 
teacher experience it was deemed important to discover how 
many teachers of foreign languages had actual contact with 
the foreign countries whose languages they were teaching.
It was recognized that such experience has little correla­
tion with language teaching ability, but does relate itself 
to the teacher»£ entire field of experience in his profes­
sion, There is an abundance of material in periodicals and 
books concerning the desirability of experience in those 
countries whose language teachers expect to teach or are 
teaching, A brief and clear state.aeut is made by flydeggeri
The exchange of students and teachers promotes a 
better knowledge and understanding of a foreign
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language by providing an opportunity for the study 
of the language in the foreign country among native 
speaking people. Also, they serve to close the 
wide gap between book knowledge of the language and 
the practical knowledge of the language which is so 
lacking because of lack of opportunity and time to practice.3
Table IV reveals that 34 per cent of the teachers 
interviewed by questionnaire had had some contact with a 
foreign language before high school age. German was the 
language most frequently heard in the homes of language 
teachers. Only three had studied any foreign language in 
the elementary schools. No Montana teacher of foreign lan­
guages in the public high schools was foreign born.
Table V concerns itself with the contact which foreign 
language teachers in the public high schools of Montana have 
had with foreign countries. The most significant feature of 
the table is that 62,5 per cent of the teachers of foreign 
languages in Montana have had no contact with foreign 
countries. Fourteen have traveled beyond the boundaries of 
our own country while eleven others indicated study in a 
foreign country. These are tabulated separately, although 
they might justifiably be classed in the groups of living 
and of traveling abroad. Those who have lived and worked in 
a foreign country total eight. Two of these indicated 
teaching assignments during their stays abroad.
^Melvin G, Nydeggcr, "Better International Relation­
ships,” The Modern Lanj^ua^e Journal. 32:10^-189, March, 194^.
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EXPERIENCE WITH FOREIGN LANGUAGES BLFoRL ENTERING 
HIGH SCHOOL OF 6? FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS IN 
MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
Heard language Studied in Born in for- No ex­
in home grade school eign country perience
Dutch 1 0F innish 1 0French 4 2German 8 1Norwegian 3 0Scotch Gaelic 1 0Spanish 1 0
Yugoslavian 1 0
Total 20 3 0
TABLE V
EXPERIENCE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES OF 6? 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS IN 
MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
South French
Mexico America Spain Canada France Germany
i ived in 
foreign country
Travel in 
foreign country
Studied in 
foreign country
No experience in 
foreign country
2 1
8
4
- 42 or 62&^
1
2
4
3 1
2 3
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Obviously, the classifications in tois table are 
inter-related, and the information was considered important 
enough to warrant attention* One teacher rad lived and 
taught in Mexico for twelve years, while another had taught 
in Peru for a year. Many cited travel in Spanish speaking 
areas of the United States, but since Table V is concerned 
only with foreign countries, those teachers were not listed.
Teacher Qiualifications
Teaching Majors of Foreign Language Instructors. The 
data presented in Table VI were gathered from the sixty-nine 
returned questionnaires filled out by foreign language teach­
ers. The percentages of each teaching rriajor to the total 
number of teaching majors recorded were omitted due to the 
fact that many instructors reported more than one teaching 
major.
Of particular interest is the fact that more teaching 
majors were recorded in English than in any one of the 
foreign languages. If consideration is given the twenty- 
three Spanish, seventeen Latin, eleven French, two modern 
language, one German, and one Greek teaching majors. Table 
VI is brought into proper focus with fifty-five teaching 
majors in the foreign languages. Following foreign lan­
guages, teaching majors in English, history, music, social 
science, and education were most frequently named.
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TADLK VI
HELD BY 67 
TEACEEE3 IX MOXTAXA
TEACHING ' AJCIiJ FEELIuX LA::GUAGE 
^UBLIC IÎI3H
SCHOOL3 s e?te:iber 1951
Teaching majors 
held by foreign 
language teachers
S (: H 0 J L G E 0 U ? s
I II III IV V Total
Spanish 11 7 3 2 0 23Latin 10 3 4 0 0 17French Ô 2 1 0 0 11
Modern Language 1 0 1 0 0 2
Greek 0 0 1 0 0 1
G erm&n Ï ' ’ 0 * 0 0 ’ 0
English 9 13 5 0 1 2êtiistory 3 1 3 0 0 7Commercial 0 1 1 1 1 4
Social Science 0 2 1 0 0 1_Education I ’ 1 1 Ü ....0 3t:,usic 1 1 0 1 0 3Library 1 1 0 0 0 2
Physical Education 1 0 1 0 0 2
Economics 0 0 1 0 0 1
Industrial Arts 6 0 !""■ Q 0 I
Biology 0 0 1 0 0 1
Mathematics 0 0 1 0 0 1
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TABLE VII
TEACHING rllNORS HELD BY 67 FOREIGN LANGUAGE
' r'.NTANA ?UEIir NIGH 
SCHOOLS, SEPTELIBER 1951
TEACLFRS
Teaching minors 
held by foreign 
language teachers
S C 
Ï
H 0 0 
11
L G R 
^ 1 1  ̂
0 u 
IV
P s
V Total
Spanish 4 4 5 0 I 14Latin 5 4 2 0 0 11French 5 2 2 0 0 9Modern Language 0 1 0 1 0 2
Greek 1 0 0 0 0 1
German 4 1 1 Ù 1 7 14English 12 7 5 1 0 25H istory 6 5 1 1 o 13Social Science 4 1 2 0 1 8General Science 1 2 2 0 0 -Biology i r 1 ' Ù d 4
Mathematics 1 1 2 0 0 4
Speech 1 0 2 0 0 3Education 2 1 0 Û 0 3Music 1 1 0 0 0 2
Dramatics 1 15" Ü Ù d ™ 1L ibrary 0 1 0 0 0 1
Economics 0 0 1 0 0 1
Physical Education 1 0 0 0 0 1
Psychology 1 0 0 0 Û 1
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Te:tchin.e: Minors of Foreign Lan>~uaKe Teachers. &s in 
the preceding table, only ohe teaching rrdnors of the instruc­
tors who returned questionnaires are included in Table VII, 
Again, many teachers indicated two or more teaching minors.
Analysis of Table VII shows forty-four reaching minors 
distributed through six branches of foreign language - 
Spanish, Latin, French, German, modern language, and Greek, 
English was listed by twenty-five teachers, while history 
was named as a teaching minor by thirteen teachers,
TABLE VIII
NUMBER OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACiiERS WITHOUT FOREIGN 
iaANGUAGE TEACHING MAJOR OR MINOR 
SEPTEMBER 1951
Group I Group II Group III Group IV Group V Total %
No, No, No. No, No.
1 1 2 0 0 h 5f
Figures for Table VIII were obtained from the ques­
tionnaire, It will be noted that approximately 6 per cent 
of the teachers have no foreign language teaching major or 
minor. Two of these teachers are now instructing in Latin 
and have minors in several other languages. One teacher is 
instructing in French and while no teaching major or minor 
in that subject is claimed, investigation shows that the 
teacher has had several years residence in France,
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Field in Which Decrees Are Held. Teaching majors and 
minors are much more indicative of teacher qualifications 
than are the fields in which degrees were granted because 
majors and minors are measureable qualifications for teachers. 
However, the field in which degrees were received indicates 
the area of greatest interest of the foreign language teach­
ers.
Table IX is deemed important, however, because it 
shows what fields of training were pursued by foreign lan­
guage teachers and how many have received degrees. In sev­
eral instances two major fields were indicated on the ques­
tionnaires. The total, therefore, exceeds the number of 
questionnaires included in this survey.
Fifty-five per cent of the teachers received their 
degrees in some branch of foreign language study - Latin, 
French, Spanish, German, or modern language. Fourteen 
teachers of foreign language received degrees in the field 
of English, and four hold degrees in the fieud of social 
science.
Types of Decrees Held by Foreign Lanr:ua^e Teachers.
In the light of the national trend toward requiring a Ilaster 
of Arts or a Master of Education degree for secondary teach­
ing, Table X is cf interest. One teacher in Group I holds 
two Master of Arts degrees. The total column lherefore
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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33
DEGREE FIELDS
R '' rjrn ̂  fii-x\. U X ?U OF 67 rORIilGF ;LIC IIIGD SCHOC
language TFACMEK3 IN
sLPTr: B^P 1951LS
Field in 
which degree 
received
3 C .i C 0 L G R 0 I P 3
TotalI II III IV V
English 4 7 2 0 1 14i^atin 7 1 3 0 0 11Modern juanguage 6 4 1 0 0 11Spanish 2 2 2 2 0 3French 4 i 1 0 0 6Social Science 1 2 1 0 0 4Music 1 1 0 1 0 3Education 1 2 0 0 0 3Business Admin, 0 1 0 1 1 3History 1 0 1 0 0 2Fliysical Education 1 0 1 0 0 2Gerrraa I 0 0 c 3 1Economics 0 0 1 0 Û 1Applied Science 0 0 1 0 0 1Philosophy 1 0 0 0 0 1
TABLE X
I:ICR:ST DiGRr.Eo HELD BY 67 FlRLIG:i LANGUAGE TI .\CLLR3
IE i 1C I: i all A PU ELIC HIGII SG(|'0..1.3, cjEPTL/iBLR 1951
3 G H 0 0 L G R 0 U p Per
Degree Held I II III IV V Total cent
Bachelor of Arts 10 14 10 2 2 33 5 6 .7Bachelor of flusic 0 0 0 1 0 1 1.4
Bachelor of Science 0 1 1 0 0 2 2.9
Master of Arts IB 5 4 0 0 27 4 0 .2
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exceeds the number of teachers indicated in the title of the 
table, and the percentage column is slightly more than 100 
per cent.
Because foreign language is a specialized subject it 
is not surprising that the types of degrees are few. The 
most important finding in Table X is that all of the foreign 
language teachers who answered the questionnaire hold Bach­
elor or Master*s Degrees. Langenbach^ found that in 1950 
4 per cent of the commercial teachers in Montana public nigh 
schools did not hold a college degree.
Forty per cent of t e  teachers of foreign languages 
hold a Master of Arts degree. Three teachers indicated a 
”5 year equivalent", but these were not tabulated with the 
graduate degree. Christman,5 In his study in 1950, stated 
that approximately one-fifth of the teachers of mathematics 
in the state possessed the Master*s Degree.
Mo teachers of foreign language were found to possess 
the Doctor*s Degree. Several instances were noted, however, 
where work had been taken towards that degree. In one case, 
only the failure to complete a thesis was the reason given 
for not having a doctorate.
^Langenbach, op. cit., p. 47.
^Charles Christman, "subjects Taught in Combination 
with Mathematics by Montana Public secondary School Teachers 
During the 1949-1950 School Year with a Partial Analysis of 
the Qualifications of These Teachers,” (unpublished Master*s 
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, 1950), p, 166,
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Location of Colleges Which Granted Bachelor Seitree 
Held by Foreign Languag:e Teachers. As shown in Table II, 
Fontana foreign language teachers represent a wide dispersion 
of colleges. Eighteen of the forty-eight states are repre­
sented in this table, as is one Canadian college. This 
table pertains only to the undergraduate degree. No tabula­
tion was imde of the universities which granted graduate 
degrees to this group cf foreign language teachers.
Thirty teachers of foreign languages hold degrees 
from kontana schools of higher education. Minnesota in­
stitutions granted degrees to seven of the teachers in this 
field, and South Dakota five.
Of the sixty-seven teachers covered by questionnaire 
in this study, approximately 40 per cent w9re graduates of 
kontana State University, One indicated a degree from 
Montana State College,
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E
Lo:ATi'.i: Of iiCtiULLu, 7Ï100 atiich 67
HIGH SCHOOL FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS 
CBTAINE'G DEGREES
Name of School SCHOOL GROUPS
and Location I ÏI III ' IV ' V Total
Canada
Montreal University 1 0 0 0 0 1 
" 1  ■
Colorado
University of Colorado 0 0 1 0 0 1
1
Idaho
University of Idaho Ü 0 1 0 0 1
Illinois
University of Illinois 0 1 0 0 0 1“T ”
Iowa
Iowa State Teachers College 1 0 0 0 0 1
Iowa v.'esleyan College 0 0 1 0 0 12
K ansas
Kansas State Teachers CollegeO Ü 0 1 0 1
Southwestern College 0 1 0 0 0 1
Washburn College 0 0 1 0 0 1
K entucky
University of Louisville 1 0 0 0 0 1_
f iassachusetts
Amherst College 1 0 0 0 0 1
Harvard College 0 Û 1 0 0 1
Yasser College 1 0 0 0 0 11
Minnesota
Carelton College 1 0 0 0 0 1
Hamiine University 1 0 0 0 0 1
St. Olaf College 0 0 0 1 0 1
St. Teresa College 1 1 0 0 0 2
University of Minnesota 2 0 0 0 0 2 —y—
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TABLE XI (continued)
LCCATILi: OF SCHOf.L£ FlILM V'MICH 6? /.CTTÂ 'A PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL FOREIGN LANGUAGE TLACPERS 
OBTAINED DEGREE
Name of School 3CHUÜL GROUPS
and Location 1 Ï1 ill IV Total
Montana
Carroll College 
College of Great Falls 
Rocky Htn. Institute of Arts 
Kontana State College 
Montana State University
NebraskaPeru Teacher College
New YorkNew York State College for 
Teachers
North Carolina 
Meredith College
OklahomaSouthwestern Institute of 
Technology
Ohio0her].in College 
University of Dayton
Pennsylvania
Temple University 
Thiel College
South DakotaAugustana College 
Fargo College 
Huron College
Northern State Teacher Col.
W isconsin
Carroll College 
University of Wisconsin
0 1 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 0 1
1 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 Q 1
8 7 1 1 26
0
0
0
10
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
00
0
0 0
00
1T
1T
1T
1
X
1 0 0 0 0 1
1 0 0 0 1 2
3
1 0 0 0 0 1
1 0 0 0 0 1
2 0 0 0 0 2
0 1 0 0 0 1
5
0 1 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 0 1
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CHAPTER V 
CURRICULAR OFFLRILGS 
Introduction
It was not the purpose of this study to formulate a 
standard of curricular offerings in Montana schools. Many 
contributing factors must be considered in the analysis of 
curricular standards, and would be of interest in connection 
with this study. The development of a satisfactory curric­
ulum which nieets the needs of a specific community is the 
joint task of persons living in that commmnity, A survey 
should serve only to inform those persons* In relation to 
foreign language education in the curriculum, Kaulfers, 
Kefauver and Roberts state:
The important thing for the cirriculum maker to bear 
in mind is the desirability of enriching the program 
at all levels with stimulating content and activities 
that have a high surrender value in terms of insights, 
attitudes, interests, and human understandings of 
significance for creative, cultivated living in the 
present and future; and, wherever community interest 
in learning to communicate through a foreign language 
is sufficiently strong to justify foreign-ianguage 
instruction, to make such vital content and activities 
the medium for developing and exercising the linguistic 
abilities from the first day to the last
The available supply of qualified teachers is one of 
the major factors to be considered in curriculum construction,
^Walter V. Kaulfers, Grayson N, Kefauver, and Holland 
D. Roberts. Foreign Languajges and Cultures in American 
Education (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Com.any, Inc., 1942),
p. 13*
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The number of teaciicra employed in a system nituraiiy 
affects the number of subject offerin^,s w'licii can be made. 
These factors are especially important in considering the 
curricular offering in foreign .'languages.
Foreign Language Cfferings
Table XII presents tne foreign language subjects in 
combination and singly as they were taught in the sixty-one 
public high schocis of liontana offering courses in foreign 
languages as shown in Table I, In only one school in Kontana 
were four languages being offered, while four schools offered 
a variety of three languages. It was to be expected that 
the wider span of subjects would be found in Group X where 
the factors cf qualified teachers and numbers of teachers, 
as mentioned above, are more easily met, The combination 
of Latin and Spanish was most frequently found. Sixteen 
schools offer such a combination of the two subjects.
Lf interest, too, are the number of schools in which 
only one foreign language is offered. Spanish was found to 
be most frequently offered. In nineteen scnools the only 
foreign language taught was Spanish. Latin was the only 
language offered in sixteen schools.
The data for Table XIII were taken from the Form A 
reports, and no effort was made to present the material as 
first and second year subjects, because many schools in
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TABLE XII
FOREIG:^ ijANGUAGE C.-UH^r. LF /E R i"G J I  ' C: MBIÎjATION 
ARB SINGLY IN  TiCRTANA PUBi IC  HIGH SCHOOLS
SEPTEi4BER 1951
C ourse 3 C H 0 0 L G R G U P S
0fferings I II.. 1X1 IV V Total
Latin
Spanish
French
German
1 0 0 0 Ü 1
Latin
Spanish
French 4
0 0 0 0 4
Latin
Spanish 7 8 1 0 0 16
Latin
French 0 1 0 0 Ü 1
^atin 1 5 6 3 1 16
Spanish 0 6 8 3 2 19
French 0 0 2 1 0 3
German 0 0 0 0 1 1
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XIII
NUi.ür.R â::d perczrtâge of sc oo o l o .o coorsls
XX FOREIGN LANGUAGE SUBJECTS lU MONTANA PUB-
i-iu nluii i L . l y p l
C ourse O V : 0 0 L G R u I.' P o PerI 11 f n Total cent
Spanish 13 I if 3 2 41 2 3 . 2
^atin 14 14 7 3 1 39 22.1
French 5 1 2 1 0 9 5.1
German 1 0 0 0 1 2 1.1
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^ontana are small and do not employ many teachers, the first 
year of a foreign language is all that can be scheduled in 
one school year* The second year course is then offered the 
following year. Table Xill, tncreforc, shows the number of 
schools in which each language is taught, i further break­
down cf subjects is given in Table uV,
Spanish is taught in forty-one, or 23 per cent, cf the 
public high schools of Montana and is the foreign language 
most frequently appearing in the high school curricula,
Latin follows closely with thirty-nine schools and a percent­
age of 22 per cent of the high schools. It is interesting
to note that in 1926 Haynes states that 60 per cent of the
2public high schools of Montana offered Latin,
Table XIV is a comparative study of various subjects 
in ttie field of foreign language which appeared in the cur­
ricula over a twenty-five year period. Data for 1951-52 
were gathered from the Form A Reports, Credit is hereby 
given Barnes^ for the balance of tiie data in Table XIV,
Ü breakdown is shown in Table XIV of all of the 
course offerings in the field of foreign languages, Latin I 
maintains its position as the language course most frequently 
offered in the high schools of Montana. The percentage of
^laynes, op. cit.. p. 19. 
^Barnes, op. cit.. p. É3.
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schools offering in I , nowever, has dropped to 19 per 
cent. Haynes» study in 1926 showed aliûost 6l per cent of 
the high scliools of Montana offering Latin I, Spanish I is 
taught in 1 j per cent cf the hî ĥ schools. The percentage 
of schools offering this subject has reiaained approxiaiately 
the same from the tine of Haynes» study in 1926,
Class Enrollments
Tables hV, hVI, and iVII treat class enrollment 
totals and percentage figures for tine various subjects in 
t’ne foreign language courses offered in Montana public high 
schools. It should be remembered that because of the possi­
bility of one student being enrolled in two language courses, 
the percentage figures may not be accurate. The deviation 
is not likely enough to cause any appreciable difference, 
Furthernore, it should also be pointed out that a course 
which ranks first in nu/uber of schools offering it may not 
hold the same ranking in that of enrollment.
The data for Table XV were tabulated entirely from 
information received in the questionnaire. The figures 
include enrollments from forty-nine of the sixty-one schools 
in the state which offer foreign language. The percentage 
figures were computed on the total number of enrollments 
shown in the table, and are not of total enrollments for 
foreign language for the state.
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TABLE XIV
PERCENTAGE OF MONTANA SCHOOLS OFFERING VARIOUS SUBJECTS IK THE FIELD OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE, SELECTED YEARS
Subicct PERCENT OF ALL MONTANA SCHOOL31926-27 1933-34 1939-40 1946-47 1951-52
Latin I 60,9 3Ô. 39. 27. 19.3Spanish I 19.3 16. 16. 24. 13.1Latin II 35. 20. 13.Spanish II 3, 15. 14.2French I 20.3 19. 10. 4. 3.4French II 3. 2. 2.3Spanish III 1. 1.Latin III 1. 1.German I .5 4. 4. 1. 1.1German II 2.
TABLE XV
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE CF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN
FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSES IN 49 PUBLIC
HIGH SCHOOLS OF MONTANASEPTBiBLR 1951
Courses S C H O O L  G R 0 U P S Per
Offered I II IIÏ IV V Total cent
Latin I 506 133 39 0 0 633 23.3
Latin II 313 31 13 0 0 412 17.33
Spanish I 440 144 35 29 9 707 29.33
Spanish II 303 69 44 0 0 421 17.7
French I 56 26 16 0 0 93 4.1
French II 37 0 4 0 0 41 1.7
German I ___2 .0 0 jO Ô , •!..
1663 453 206 29 14 2370 99.7
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Table XV brings out the fact that Spanish I has the 
highest enrollment with 70? students, or approximately 30 
per cent of those students represented, Latin I is next in 
popularity with only twenty-four less pupils enrolled than 
Spanish I, The most significant fact which this table re­
veals is the 40 per cent drop in enrollments from first to 
second year courses in both Latin and Spanish. Cn this 
situation in the high schools of Montana, both public and 
private, the State Department of Public Instruction has made 
this comment:
The question arises, "Should foreign or ancient lan­
guage be continued in the face of a 50% loss in classes 
in the first two years?" Something is seriously wrong 
with a course which is so non-technical and yet has such 
drastic failure,4
Ninety-eight students of those listed in the questionnaire
were enrolled in French I, This subject, too, suffered a
severe loss between the first and second years. Interest in
German was slight, with less than 1 per cent of the students
enrolled in that subject.
Table XV indicates that four times as many students 
are enrolled in the Group I schools as in any other group.
In every instance the smaller schools have the lowest per­
centage of students enrolled in foreign language courses.
^"Summary of Enrollment by Subjects Montana High 
Schools 19 5 0-1 9 5 1*" (Mimeographed Bulletin, Helena, Montana; 
The State Department of Public Instruction, July 1951) P* 5»
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Table XVI and XVII are tables in which attempts were 
made to show total enrollments in each course offered in the 
foreign language as well as percentages of the total high 
school population for each year. Data for enrollment in 
foreign language courses were taken from the Form A Reports 
for those years. Total enrollment figures were secured from 
annual reports of the State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion and from the Montana Educational Directory. High 
School enrollments in State and Private High Schools are not 
included.
Of special interest is the fact that Spanish I had 
surpassed Latin I in frequency of selection by high school 
pupils. Table XVI shows that in 1951 there was a total of 
100 more pupils in Spanish courses than in Latin courses, 
yet in 1942,400 more pupils were enrolled in Latin courses 
than in Spanish.
In Table XVII is shown the percentage of foreign 
language enrollment to total high school enrollment. It is 
immediately apparent that the proportionate drop in enroll­
ment in foreign language courses is by no means as great as 
the drop in number of high schools offering courses in the 
field. The reason for this situation is that the demand for 
foreign language courses continues to exist in the high 
schools with the largest enrollments. The fact that many 
small high schools in Montana have dropped foreign languages
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TABLE XVI
TOTAL ELaOLi-î*::. il 1:1 I'CFXIGi: x.A’-:Gu .̂G2 C.UR-jj.S AND 
PrRCEKTAGE OF TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL LHRQLLKLNTS 
IN MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL, SELLCTLD YEARS
Courses 1942 -43 1947-48 1949- 50 1 9 51 - 52
No, % No. # No. ‘X No. $
Latin I 965 3.6 742 2,9 886 3.5 768 2.9Spanish I 695 2.5 893 3.5 920 3.7 933 3.5French I 12 .04 97 .3 67 .2 105 . 4German I 0 0 0 0 5 .02 6 .02Latin II 697 2.5 595 2.3 589 2.3 507 1.9Spanish II 582 2.1 633 2.5 630 2.5 446 1.7French II 36 .1 60 .2 70 .2 36 ,1
Geraian II 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TABLE XVII
PERCENTAGE CF HIGH SCHOCL PUPILS LNRGLnLD IN
FORLIGH nAKGUAGL COURSES IN MONTANA PUBLIC
HIGH SCHOOLS, SELECTED YL AH 3
total Total Percentage
High Foreign enrolled in
School Language foreign lan-
L:nrollraent Enrollment* fiuage courses
1942-3 26,767 2987 11.1
1947-a 25,248 3020 11.9
1949-50 24,765 3167 12.7
1951-2 26,282 2801 10.6
«Language enrollment for public high schools only. Does not 
include private and state schools as do enrollment figures 
on page oO.
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from their curricula has not caused a noticeable drop in en­
rollment in foreign language courses.
A drop in foreign language offerings and enrollment 
is noted by Balyeat in his study of curriculum changes of 
100 schools in Oklahoma. Ke states that the biggest drop 
was found in foreign language. In 1929 Latin was taught in 
forty-five of those schools, but in 1949 it was offered in 
only eight. Spanish dropped from fifty-seven schools in 
1929 to thirty in 1949.^
Teaching Combinations
Eighty-five per cent of the teachers of foreign 
languages in Montana public high schools are also engaged 
in teaching other subjects. Table IVIII lists nineteen 
subject fields which are taught in combination with foreign 
languages. Ten teachers devote all of their teaching hours 
to instruction in languages. The combination of greatest 
frequency is that of English and languages. As has been 
stated before,, the relationship of grammar in all languages 
makes this a practical combination. Speech and journalism, 
both a part of the field of English, have four teachers each 
who also teach foreign languages. The field of history
. A. Balyeat, "Two Decades of High School Curric­
ulum Change in Oklahoma", The National Association of Second» 
ary School Principals, 35:11^, May, 195T%
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ranks highest in teaching combination with foreign languages 
after the combination with English, Seven teachers teach a 
foreign xanguage in combination with history. Of consider­
able interest is the fact that only one administrator teaches 
in the field of foreign language.
Table XIX shows the total number of language teachers 
in the public high schools of Montana and the number of 
teachers in each language subject. Mine teachers are in­
structing in two foreign languages. Forty-three of the 
eighty-four teachers of foreign language in Montana public 
high schools are teachers of Spanish, Latin is taught by 
thirty-nine teachers. Only two teachers in the state are 
teaching German,
Table XX is offered as a conclusion to this chapter 
of the study. Data for the years 1939-40, 1945-46, and 1946- 
47 were taken from Barnes study of educational offerings,^
The importance of this table is to show the decline in the 
percentage of Montana public high schools which offered 
foreign language courses in their curricula. In the past 
twelve years such offerings have declined 49 per cent.
'^Barnes, op, cit,. p, É1.
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TABLE LVIII
50
î:. ATI ONL 'T \ n T . C T- .r.-̂r-rvi p-.  ̂' .
WITH FOREIGN^LANGUAGEo'ÎN 49 PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS CF MONTANA, OIETEIuBLE 1951
Taught in
combination
with
S C
I
h Û 0 
II
L G R 0 U Ï 
III IV
' s
V Total
None 9 1 0 0 0 10English 14 17 a 3 1 43History 2 1 4 0 0 7Physical Education 2 2 0 0 0 4Journalism 0 2 1 1 0 4
S pecch 0 3 0 1 0 4Library 0 2 2 0 0 4
Commercial 0 0 0 1 3 4Algebra 0 0 2 0 0 2
Industrial Arts 0 0 1 1 0 2
Dramatics 1 0 0 0 0 1
Social Science 0 0 0 0 1 1
Home Economics 0 0 1 0 0 1
General Science 0 0 1 0 Ü 1
Guidance 0 0 1 0 0 1
Sociology 0 0 1 0 0 1
Music 0 0 0 1 0 1
Administration 0 0 1 0 0 1
Office Secretary 0 1 0 0 0 1
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TABLE X K
OF TEACHERS IB SU EJECT CF EvREIGB
LANGUAGES IN THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF 
i'ivNIANA, SEPTEi3LR 1951
51
■
32 24 17 'foreign language 7teachers- 4
X
o C  H .
■....r r
• -r ■j Li a r
. . iii_.
i 0 J P 3 
.- V
Latin 16 12 7 3 1 39Spanish 15 14 9 3 2 43French 5 1 2 1 0 9German 1 0 0 0 1 2Teaching 2 languages 5 3 1 0 0 9
TABLE XX
NUMBER AND PER CENT CF MuNlAHA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 
OFFERING FOREIGN LANGUAGE CvURSES IN SELECTED TEARS
1939-1940
No.
1945-1946 
No. %
1946-1947No. %
1951-1952
No. %
153 83 105 57 !36 47 61 34
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CHAPTER VI 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
Introduction
Included in the questionnaire were certain questions 
pertaining to administration of foreign language courses.
The purpose of this chapter is to show the similarity of 
procedure in functions of administration, and not to set up 
or suggest any standards of procedure. Uniformity of action, 
in the field of foreign language education, should be indi­
cative of certain conclusions.
Prognosis Tests
The use of prognosis tests in determining the apti­
tude of pupils for success in foreign language study has 
gained prominence in the literature of education, A ques­
tion was included in the questionnaire concerning the use, 
if any, of prognosis tests. There were no affirmative 
answers to this question. It should be stated, however, 
that ten replies indicated that some guidance was given in 
selecting pupils in this field. In two instances prognosis 
tests had been used in the past. Administrators in Montana 
may be in agreement with Brogden, who states in connection 
with a review of a language aptitude test:
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One of the most unfortunate aspects of the testing 
movement is the tendency to write tests in large 
numbers - expending considerable ingenuity in the pro­
cess very often - without adequate determination of 
validity, reliability, and proper norms. Since the 
latter steps are the more laborious and possibly the 
more important aspects in test construction, it would 
seem - especially in the case of a commercial test - 
that adequate information in these respects would be 
a primary requirement. Otherwise it can only be said 
that another test has been added to the tremendous 
number already available,^
Several teachers indicated in the questionnaire that 
the Cooperative English Comprehensive Test scores were used 
as a basis for determining the enrollment in foreign lan­
guage courses. Others stated that such tests "should be 
given".
When First Year Language Course Is Offered
Replies to inquiries as to the high school year in 
which foreign language study may be begun reveal much uni­
formity of practice. There is some restriction in the ninth 
grade, but all schools permit a foreign language to be 
started in the tenth grade,
Latin I is offered to students of the ninth grade in 
all of the schools which include the subject in their curric­
ula, Eleven schools do not permit the study of Spanish to 
be started until the tenth grade. Two schools offering
— 1Oscar Krisen Buros, The Third Mental Measurements 
Yearbook (New Brunswick: Rutgers Ùniversity Press, l9L^)*
p. 180.
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French do not offer it until the tenth grade. It was noted 
that one school does not begin instruction in Spanish until 
grade eleven.
Foreign Language Credit
The matter of allowing credit for one year of foreign 
language study is one of concern to administrators as well 
as teachers in the field^ An attempt was made to determine 
the practice in Montana of allowing credit for one year of 
work without completing a second year.
It is evident from an examination of Table XXI that 
no uniformity of practice exists in allowing credit for only 
one year of foreign language, More than half of the schools 
in Montana allow full credit for one year of work. Twenty- 
two schools require two years work before allowance is made 
for foreign language study. Several schools indicated that 
they gave credit "occasionally” which suggests that there Is 
no definite standard concerning this matter. It is signifi­
cant that schools in the groups with largest enrollments are 
allowing credit for one year of work as readily as those 
smaller schools where foreign language cannot always be a 
part of the curriculum every year^
Foreign Language Texts
By means of the questionnaire it was possible to
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TAB1.L 'A l l
UUI4BLR OF SCHOOLS IN 49 MONT Mi A HIGH SCHOOLS WHICH 
ALLOW CRLDIÎ FOR 1 YEAR OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
WITHOUT CUKPLCTING A SECOND YEAR
3 C H 0 Q L G R 0 uP 3Frequencies I ll ÏÏ1 "ÏV---- y Total
Credit allowed 9 10 11 2 2 34Credit not allowed 3 8 3 1 0 15
TABLE XXII
DATES OF LAST CHANGE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEXTS 
IN 49 MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
C H Ü Û L 
 ^ -------- TTXG R O U P S  — IT---- Total
1 9 4 6 - 1951 20 17 9 
1 9 4 1 - 1 9 4 6 2 2 1
Prior to 1941 2 0 2
1 11 40 
1 0  6 
1 0  5
TABLE XXIII
HOW SELECTION OF TEXT BOOKS IS r.ADE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Courses in 49 Mo n ta n a public high schools
S C H O O L  G R O U P S
Ï Ï1 Ï1Ï IV V Total
Administrator 0 2 2 0 1 5Language Teacher 20 12 6 1 1 40
Aclmr* and Lang.Teacher 4 7 6 1 0  1Ô
Comm, from Lang, Dept, 2 0 0 0 0 2
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survey the field in regard to texts now in use in foreign 
language education in the public high schools of Montana. 
Table XXII reveals that forty teachers in the field of 
foreign language are using texts wtiich have been purchased 
within the last five years. Only five teachers are using 
texts which are ten years old, or older. The indicaticn is 
that foreign language teachers are using the newest type 
texts in their teaching.
Included in the questionnaire was also a question as 
to who made the selection of texts now in use in foreign 
language classes. Table XIIII shows that the language 
teacher makes the selection of text, or is consulted in its 
selection, in 95 per cent of the cases. In only two in­
stances does a committee from the language department of the 
school choose the text. In three instances the administrator 
makes the selection of texts. The inference is that he does 
30 without consulting the language teacher. Hov ever, that 
is not necessarily a valid conclusion.
Texts in present use in the foreign language classes 
of the sixty-seven teachers who answered the questionnaire 
are listed in Appendix B. None of the languages taught are 
heavily dominated by any one text* The list reveals those 
texts now in favor, and a list of supplementary texts and 
reading selections now in use.
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In Spanish I there are fourteen classes using F.l 
Camino Real.^ Book I, by E. II. Jarrett and J. J. McManus as 
the primary text. Book II with the same title and authors 
is in most popular use for second year work in that subject.
First Year French and Second Year French^by O^Brien 
and La France are used most generally in French I and 
French II courses. Each is used in three classes respectively.
The text used most commonly in Latin I is Latin for 
Americans.^ Book I, by Ullman and Henry. Book II with the 
same title and authors is used most frequently in second 
year Latin,
M. Jarrett, and J. J. McManus, £i Camino Heal, 
(San Francisco: Houghton Mifflin Company,”X951 ),
3k . L, O’Brien, and M, S. LaFrance, First Year French 
(San Francisco: Ginn Publishing Company, 1951)•
% .  L. Ullman, and N. L. Henry, Latin for Americans 
(San Francisco: The Macmillian Company ,”T951) •
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CHAPTER VII
ANALYSIS OF OPINIONS EXPRESSED CONCIRNING FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN MONTANA PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS
Introduction
Included in the questionnaire were certain questions 
of opinion regarding foreign language education. If this 
field of education shows a decline in percentage of offerings 
and of class enrollments, a survey of teacher opinion is of 
importance in determining the place which foreign languages 
will have in the curriculum. Equally important would be a 
survey of administrator opinion. Since the questionnaire 
was directed to teachers and not administrators this study 
can only show the reaction of those engaged in the teaching 
field. , No effort will be made to justify the positions 
taken, but merely to record teacher opinion concerning some 
educational issues in their field. It must be recognized 
that such replies will probably be biased in favor of foreign 
languages and their objectives.
Areas of Teaching Emphasis
The purpose of requesting information on teaching 
emphasis was to gain a slight indication of methodology used 
in the public high schools of Montana in the field of foreign
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language education. As stated earlier in this study, there 
is an abundance of material in the professional periodicals 
of education dealing with methodology in teaching foreign 
languages. It ranges from the completely oral method to the 
reading comprehension emphasis.
In preparing Table ,11IV the replies of modern language 
teachers were separated from those of Latin teachers. The 
information in Table H I V  pertains only to modern language 
instruction. It is clearly indicated that the greatest 
stress in modern language instruction is placed upon reading 
and translation. Thirty-seven teachers indicated that objec­
tive, Writing the language was mentioned by twenty-seven 
teachers, while ability to speak the language was indicated 
as an objective eighteen times in this study.
In fairness to the replies received it must be stated 
that many teachers put emphasis cn all four phases of in­
struction but feel compelled to give more time to reading 
and translation. Modern language teachers throughout Montana 
would seem to agree with the principle of the Cleveland Plan 
of instruction in foreign language:
The Cleveland Plan, which is well known for its 
multiple approach technique, stresses in language 
teaching the simultaneous use of the ear, the eye, 
the voice, the hand. For thirty years the integration 
of aims in the Cleveland program with this four-fold 
introduction of linguistic elements las been producing
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integrated results in the four skills of language 
learning: understanding, reading, speaking, and writing.^
To have included the teachers of Latin in this table 
would have given an improper view of this phase of language 
instruction. It is interesting to note that there is as 
much emphasis put upon reading and writing modern languages 
as there is cut upon those same phases of Latin instruction 
in which the’possibility of speaking the language is very 
limited.
Use of Teaching Aids
Table LXV is a frequency table prepared by tabulating 
from the questionnaire the nuiabcr of times various teaching 
aids were indicated as a part of teaching technique. The 
use of audio-visual aids has proved itself in every field of 
education. The foreign language teachers of Montana have 
kept pace with those of other states in recognizing the 
educational value of these teaching aids. Zeldner says, 
concerning the use foreign language teachers are making of 
audio-visual aids:
A visit to some of our language classes would 
reveal how effectively many of our teaciicrs make use 
of bulletin boards, charts, posters, maps, pictures, 
dioramas, and exhibits. In many a classroom the 
instructor skillfully uses such modern teaching
^Manuel Salas and Catherine L. Salas, Fundamentos de 
Lspanol, (Philadelphia: The John C. '..inston Company, 195^>
p . 4.
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TABLE XXIV
AREAS CF TEACLIXG LA-HASIC IlL')ICVr.'-D BY THE 
flODERn LAKGÜAGI: TEaCHFBS lu  49 ’BBEIC 
niGU CGLO :LS lU M NT AN A
61
T eaciming 
emphasis 
on
S C H O O L  G R O l l - ^ SÏ ÏI III IV V Total
Reading and 
translating 9 15 10 1 1 36L'riting 11 10 4 1 1 27Speaking 7 6 3 1 1 laListening 3 2 0 1 0 6
lABuE ÂAV
- " T" I -T A ^ L' \ 1IRQ
AIDS USED IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE GJURGES
Ii'3 49 MONTANA PUBLIC EIGa JCnUjLD
Aids S C K 0 0 L G li Ü U 3 PerUsed I II III IV V Total cent
Pictures 24 16 16 3 2 61 91*9
Magazines 20 15 11 2 1 49 73.1
Posters 23 12 a 1 1 45 67.1
Movies l a 11 6 1 0 36 53.7
C orrespondenc e 16 7 2 2 0 27 40.2
Recordings 14 6 2 0 0 22 32 . a
Post cards o 4 3 1 1 15 22.3R ecorders 10 3 1 0  0 14 20. 9
Foreign
Newspapers 2 0 1 1 0 4 5. 9
Others 11 7 2 1 1 22 38 . a
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aids aa the lantern slide, i‘ilm strip, so md filin, 
phonograph record, and wire and tape recorder. The 
language teacher thus employs all the lodern educa­
tional equipment available for the enricluaent of the 
course and for motivating pupil activity vdthin andoutside the classroom.2
Pictures and magazines are utilized most generally by 
the foreign language teachers of Montana. Minety-one per 
cent of them indicated the use of pictures in the classroom 
as a visual aid in the teaching of foreign language. As 
shown in Table X>1V, over 50 per cent of the teachers make 
use of movies in their instruction. Some instructors com­
mented regretfully upon the inability to shew movies in 
their schools. Aids mentioned under "Others" included 
scrapbooks, maps, coins, workbooks, pamphlets, travel 
folders, and music.
Teacher Opinion Concerning Foreign Language Requirement
Table XXVI contains the replies cf sixty-five 
teachers of foreign language to two closely related ques­
tions. Tabulation on the question "dhould a language course 
be required in Montana High Schools" shows an approxiruately 
even distribution of opinion. Those who do not favor such 
a requirement totaled thirty-six. Twenty-nine teachers 
would require some foreign language to be taught in the high 
schools of Montana, ilany teachers com;;.entid freely in
% a x  Zeldner, "But Languages Are Well Taught," 
School and Society. 73:213 March 31, 1951 •
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TAD.
'p  L' I , , , j » I f11 T“ “  r r  -f ’■» _ • . . ^  '*171'A Av i—' <i-w i  % Jk i V ' S) i.i 1 ÀmJ fit •L-i' i V *  V ‘ k * '* i  / ̂  Àmà j» \«/ k«/ k» ^  4m *_/ f  J-
LAAuUAGL EE^ulaL.̂ .LAïô l~hû. 65 ILACIA.:V, : U:61G:j
Î A it'' « I s . ’ f' I 'I T ' ■ “I tx !• i I I n ' T (■’ 'L» i.A'< rt\v l« t A W / t  L. V*Viu JLV ilXUfi ‘pT’ - ,',r oV  i A w  &,/
J C ii Ü Ü L Q a
II III IV V TotalYes No ÎTes ~No Yes No fes 'ifo ifes Wo Yes iio Yeser cent
Should a foreign language course be required in Kontana 
high schools?
10 15 11 o 29
Should a foreign language course be offered in Tiontana 
high schools?
27 0 20 0 14 0 65 0 100.0
No
36 44.6 55.4
TABLE XXVII
FREwUEKCIKS AND ^IKCBNTaGE Gt RLPLILL Tu LoL^Tl^X OF 
WHICH uAHGüAJB oriüÜuD BE TAüùAT IT L.ù̂ ï uXL CAN 
BE OFFWuD lii MON IAEA PUBLIC .HIGH SCHOOLS
If only one language 
can be offered, 
which one? r SCHOOL GROUPSII III IV Total Percent
Latin 15 10 6 0 □ 31 52.5
Spanish 5 3 7 3 2 25 42.3Frencn 3 0 0 0 0 3 5.0
G ern̂ an 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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stating their negative positions on this question.
As shown in Table XXVI, the foreign language teachers 
were unanimous in approving the suggestion that a foreign 
language course should be offered in the Montana high 
schools. Such a position on the part of the instructors in 
the field is to be expected, While a degree of bias must 
be allowed in considering this tabulation, yet the sincerity 
of the teachers, and their devotion to their task must also 
be acknowledged.
Table XXVII should be considered in connection with 
Table XXVI, Here, then, is found the further thinking of 
foreign language teachers on the matter of offering a lan­
guage in the curriculum. It was found that all teachers 
agree that a foreign language diould be offered, but there 
is no unanimity in respect to what that language should be 
if only one language can be offered. Fifty-nine teachers 
expressed an opinion on the question shown in Table XXVII. 
Fifty-two per cent of them are of the opinion that if only 
one language can be offered in the curriculum, then, that 
language should be Latin, Forty-two per cent believe that 
Spanish should be the language which would be most profit­
ably included.
Since this study shows in Table XIX that there are 
more teachers of Spanish in the public high schools of the 
state than there are teachers of Latin, it is, perhaps,
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surprising to find that Latin should be designated as the 
preferred subject for a one course offering in foreign lan­
guages, Many teachers justified their positions at length 
in the space provided in the questionnaire. The statement 
of DeWitt concerning a student of Latin best summarizes 
their reasons for making Latin their choice.
He will engage in what we sometimes to fail to define 
as the greatest social study of all: language. The
Latin student will know something of language in general, 
and a good deal of language in particular. He may well 
have his first thorough-going introduction to English 
grammar; he will be more at home in the middle and upper 
areas of English vocabulary; he will have lost his fear 
of big words and will know how to pronounce them; he 
will know how to go about learning other foreign lan­
guages, some of which are more difficult than Latin,3
Teacher Opinion of Functional Value of Foreign Language 
Education in Montana Public High Schools
Foreign language education has always faced, and 
continues to face, the question of whether its rightful place 
is in the field of general education or of functional educa­
tion, Its position in general education is easier to defend 
than in the latter field. An effort has been made by means 
of the questionnaire to gain the opinions of the foreign 
language teachers concerning usable abilities developed in 
their courses of instruction. Table IXVIII contains the
^Norman J, DeWitt, "Oral Latin and Present Day Ob­
jectives", Education. 65:180, November, 1944*
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findings in this matter. No attempt has been made to define 
the term ^usable". The interpretation put upon it by the 
teachers who answered the question was that it applied to 
any of the four language activities, i.e. speaking, listening, 
writing, or reading. Many pointed out that the word ’’major­
ity” allowed them to give an affirmative answer.
Table XXVIII shows that 73 per cent of the foreign 
language teachers believe that language abilities of a 
usable sort are developed in a two year course in the high 
schools of Montana. Again, allowance must be made for a 
degree of bias in the replies from instructors in their own 
field. However, many limited their reply by restricting it 
to "fes, if you do not require a speaking ability”. Teach­
ers of both modern and foreign languages made qualifying 
statements.
Those who replied that they did not believe that two 
years in a foreign language developed usable abilities were 
equally as certain of their position. Many of them felt 
that the students ”forget what they learned before having a 
chance to use it”. Others indicated that two years was not 
a long enough time to expect functional results. In this 
connection Zeldner writes:
If we could have the pupil in the foreign-language 
classes from his seventh year through high school, we 
could undoubtedly teach him to apeak the language as 
well as to write it. Given, however, the short time 
of two or, at most, three years, the teaching is not
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TABLE XIVIII
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGE üF REPLIES Tv QUESTICM OF 
USABLE LANGUAGE ABILITIES FROM 53 TEACNIRS CF 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN MONTANA PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS
S C H O O L  G R O U P SinII TV Total Per cent
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes
Does a two year language course develop usable language 
abilities in a majority of pupils?
13 7 13 11 0 39 14 73.5
TABLE XXIX
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGE OF REP^Ie S TO QULoTIvN OF 
BEGINNING FOREIGN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION IN THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FROM 50 TEACHERS OF 
FOREIGN l a n g u a g e  IN MONTANA PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS
Would you recommend that language instruction 
begin in the elementary schools? If so, in 
what grade?
Yes No 2nd 3rd 4th 5 th 6th 7th Htl
Group I 8 3 3 5 3Group II 15 5 1 2 5 1 5Group III 11 3 3 1 1 5 1Group IV 3 1 1 1Group V JL _1 — — — — —
38 13 2 5 9 1 7 13 1
Total 74.5% 25.4%
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
68
realistic enough to equip the pupil with a reading and 
understanding of the foreign language as well as a 
limited speaking and writing ability.4
T;’able XXIX reveals the opinions of fifty-one teachers 
of foreign language concerning the advisability of beginning 
the study of foreign language in the elementary schools.
Six teachers stated that they had come to no conclusion in 
thinking about the possibility. Others failed to answer the 
question. Seventy-four per cent of the teachers shown in 
the table approved of such a plan. Five teachers stated 
that such a plan would not be suitable for the study of 
Latin. Those who wo .Id not recoirüaend such a plan stated 
that comprehension of foreign language study was better in 
the later high school grades and that best results were ob­
tained from starting a two year course in the eleventh grade.
In attempting to determine the consensus concerning 
the proper elementary grade for the beginning of foreign 
language education, little uniformity was found. Suggestions 
ranged from the second through the eighth grades, A majority 
expressed an opinion that tl.e seventh grade would be most 
suitable.
This question elicited many thoughtful replies from 
the instructors in the field of foreign language education 
in Montana. Some cited the plans of the states of Texas and
4 lax Zeldner, op. cit.. p. 214.
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New York as good examples of the plan in action. Current 
literature in tie field of fcreign lariguag^ education con­
tains many references to the tv*o state plans rr.enticncd 
above, lari J. r.cGrath, United States Comii^issicncr of 
Education has ;.:ade the fcllov/ing state: lent:
Ky first proposal then is that there be a complete 
reconsideration of the place of forelp;n language 
stud} in American elementary education. Such a re- 
api.raisai, I snouid hope, would lead to t/ie ofitring 
of foreign language at least on an opti: nai basis in 
many of our schools beginning in the fourth, fifth 
or sixth grades. Tu be sure, the present offerings 
of the elen:entary school are so demanding teat edu­
cators are i;ard pressed to find time for all the 
activities that seem to be justificable, heverthe- 
1 188, the prime purpose of the school is to prepare 
tine young for the life of their time, I have attempted 
to shew that many of them must know the languages of 
other peoples who will live with them in this shrinking 
world. If tuia is true, then the curriculum of the 
elementary school must be so organized as to .,ake a 
place for such instruction. If this were to bt? done, 
within a decade r.iany of our youth would nave a founda­
tion in at least one foreign tongue.5
Table XXIX indicates clearly that the teachers of 
foreign language in Montana public high schools are alert 
to the situation as described by the United States Conuaia- 
sioner of Education.
5Earl J. McGrath, ^oanguage Study and World Affairs**, 
The Modern oanFua.g:e Journal. 36:207, May, 1952,
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CMAF'n’R VIII 
SUmARÏ OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
The purposes of this study were to compile and 
present data on the present status of instruction in the 
educational field of foreign language in the public high 
schools of Montana. The following conclusions have been 
derived from the statistical data presented in this study.
It is hoped that those persons who are interested in exist­
ing conditions in the foreign language field will seek 
detailed information under the pertinent chapter topics.
Professional Status Conclusions
1. Fifty per cent of the total number of foreign 
language teachers reporting in this study have had more than 
twelve years teaching experience, while 25 per cent of them 
had completed two years of teaching.
2. Of the foreign language teachers included in this 
study, 50 per cent have had more than nine years of experi­
ence in teaching foreign languages.
3* Twenty-five per cent of the teachers had two 
years or less experience in teaching foreign languages, and 
eleven teachers began their first year of instruction in 
this field in September, 1951.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
71
4. Foreign language teacners with the longeât teach­
ing experience are located in the largest school systeras of 
the state.
5. Approximately two-thirds of t.ie foreign language 
teachers nave had no contact with foreign languages before 
entering high school.
6. Three of the sixty-seven teacueis who answered the 
questionnaire studied a foreign language in elejientary 
school, two studying French, and cue German,
7. A majority of the foreign language teacl.ers nave 
not traveled nor studied in foreign countries. Gixty-three 
per cent have not been out of the United States.
S. Foreign language teachers hold more teaching 
majors in Inglish than in any of the foreign languages them­
selves.
9. Following majors in foreign language subjects, 
history and commercial teaciiing majors were most comr.ionly 
named fields.
10. Of all teaching minors held by teachers of 
foreign language subjects, English and Spanish were most 
generally mentioned. History and Latin followed closely.
11. Approximately 6 per cent of the teachers of 
foreign languages do not hold teaching majors or minors in 
subjects which they are now teaching. However, in every
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instance the instruction they are giving is in a closely 
related subject. Two teachers instructing in Latin hold 
teaching minors in modern languages,
12. All cf the foreign language teaclers in this 
study have received their Bachelor’s degrees,
1 3 , Eighteen foreign language teacl.ers, or 40 per 
cent of then, hold liactcr’s degrees,
1 4 . iicntana State University prepared 3- per cent 
of the foreign language teachers in the state.
1 5 , Foreign language teachers received Bachelor 
degrees from eighteen states and Canada. Institutions of 
Montana conferred approximately 45 per cent of the Bachelor 
degrees held by foreign language instructors, : innesota 
institutions furnished the second largest number, or seven 
teachers.
Curriculum Status Conclusions
16, A course or courses in foreign language were 
taught in sixty-one public high schools in Montana during 
the school year of 1951-52, This represents almost 35 per 
cent of the high schools in the state,
1 7 . Bpanish is taught most generally when only one 
subject in foreign language is offered. Nineteen schools 
teach only Bpanish while sixteen offer only Latin,
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lô. Only one public high school offers courses in 
four foreign languages, Latin, Spanish, French, and German,
19. Latin and Spanish is the most popular combination 
of foreign language subjects and is offered by sixteen public 
high schools.
20. Little interest is shown in French and German,
In only three high schools is French offered in the curric­
ulum, while German is offered in two.
21. Spanish is taught in forty-one of the public 
high schools of Montana. Latin has the second highest 
number of offerings with a total of thirty-nine schools.
22. Latin I was taught in 19 per cent of the high 
schools in 1951-52, This represents a decline from 1926-27 
when Latin I was taught in 60 per cent of the state’s high 
schools.
Enrollment Status Conclusions
2 3. Total foreign language enrollment in the public 
high schools of Montana was found to be 2801 students, or 
approximately lOè per cent of the total high school popula­
tion.
2 4. In total foreign language enrollment figures for 
the last ten years, little difference was found in the per­
centage of high school students enrolled in this field. In 
1942-43» 11 per cent were so enrolled. The present figure
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does, however, represent a drop from the 1 9 4 9 -5 0 percentage 
of 12 per cent. At present it is too early to state whether 
or not this indicates a trend in foreign language enroll­
ments.
25* Of the course offerings in foreign language, 
Spanish I was found to have the greatest number of pupils. 
Nine hundred thirty-three pupils were enrolled in this 
course which represents per cent of the total high school 
enrollment, Latin I followed with pupils or 3 per cent 
of the high school population.
26. Except for the subjects of Latin and Spanish, 
this study shows that the enrollments in other foreign lan­
guages are so slight as to be almost negligible, French, 
which ranks third in enrollment, has only .4  per cent of 
the high school population enrolled in its classes.
27. Ninety-eight per cent of the foreign language 
enrollments are in Groups I, II, and III, or the larger 
schools; yet 52 per cent of the public high schools of 
Montana are in Groups IV and V.
2Ô. Only 7 per cent of the foreign language teachers 
represented in this survey teach exclusively in this field.
29$ The most frequently noted teaching combination 
of subjects with foreign language was English. Sixty-four 
per cent of the language teachers in the state also teach 
in the field of English. History combined with foreign
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language constituted the second nost popular teaching com­
bination*
3 0, Forty-three teach.ers in the public high schools 
of Montana instruct in courses in Spanish, while a total of 
thirty-nine are similarly employed in Latin.
3 1 , Latin was offered in the ninth grade in all of 
the forty-nine high schools covered by this questionnaire. 
Fourteen schools, however, restricted beginning Spanish, 
French, or German to pupils above the ninth grade.
3 2 , Credit for one year of work in a foreign lan­
guage was allowed in 69 per cent of the high schools sur­
veyed.
33• ^  Camlno Real by E. 7(. Jarrett and J. J. McManus,
Book I and Book IX were found to be the most frequently used 
texts in Spanish courses. In Latin courses, Latin for 
Americans, by Ullman and Kenry, Book I and Book IIj was used 
most generally.
31. Teacher opinion showed that 55 per cent of them 
did not btlieve that foreign language should be required of 
all high school pupils. But they were unanimous in their 
opinions that foreign language courses should be a part cf 
the high school curriculum.
3 5 , Almost 75 per cent of the foreign language 
teachers believe that a two year high school course develops 
worthwhile ability in the use of that language.
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36. In the interest of better education in the field 
of foreign language, approximately 75 per cent of the high 
school instructors in that field believe that the study of 
foreign language can profitably be started in the elementary 
school. In their opinions sucn instruction should start in 
the seventh grade.
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APPENDIX A BO
609 S, ^th Ste, E. 
Missoula, Montana 
April 9, 1952
I am making a study of the general status of foreign language educa­
tion in the public high schools of Montana» A questionnaire is being sent to 
high school foreign language teachers throughout the state» This study is made 
with the approval of the School of Education at Montana State University, and 
the State Department of Public Instruction, Helena, Montana,
A recent survey of class enrollments in Montana shows that of the 
30,289 high school pupils only 4,216 were enrolled in language courses.* The 
breakdown of this figure reveals other significant facts » I believe you will 
agree that this is an important study.
The enclosed questionnaire is short and, I believe, can be filled 
out easily. The data revealed in this questionnaire will be generalized into 
school groups according to size of enrollments and no identification of parti­
cular schools will be made in the paper.
I sincerely solicit your cooperation in this study, and ask that you 
fill out the questionnaire as accurately, completely, and promptly as possible. 
It may be returned in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope »
Thank you in advance for your time and cooperation.
Yours very truly,
Glenn S» Reznor
LANGUAGE*
Latin I 1503
Latin II 755
Spanish I 1121
Spanish II 675
French 155
German 7
I95O-I95I Statistics on Class Enrollments
from
State Department of Public Instruction, Helena, Montana,
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. . r  name
Professional Information
1. How many years have you taught
Modern languages __   Latin
2. What are your teaching majors? _______
3» What are your teaching minors? ___
4. In what field did you receive your BA degree? 
From what college or university? ___________
5. Do you have a Master's degree?
Training
1. Did you gain any familiarity with a foreign language during your childhood
or earlier than high school age? _____   If so, please indicate
vrtiat language and the reason and extent of this familiarity, _______
2. What foreign languages did you study in high school:
Language Semesters Language Semesters
3* What foreign languages did you study in college or other institutions of 
higher learning;
Language Quarter Credits Language Quarter Credits
4« Please state briefly the extent of your experience in the countries whose 
language you teach: ______________________________________________
Instruction
1. How many years have you taught? _________ __
2« How many years have you been in your present position?
3. What foreign language or languages are you now teaching?
4. Please list the subjects you are now teaching in addition to foreign 
languages:
5. How many years have you taught the foreign language or languages you are 
now teaching:
r foreign languages? _____ If so, which ones and for
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Administration ^2
!• On the back of this sheet^ list titles and authors of texts now being used, 
and indicate grades in which used.
2. When was the last change in texts made? _______
3. Who makes the selection of foreign language texts :
  Administrator _______ Admr. and language teacher
   Language Teacher ______ Committee from lang, dept.
4. Is your first year language course open to Freshmen?
Is your first year language course oner to Sophomores?
5« Do you use any sort of prognosis or aptitude tests?
If so, which? __ _______________
6, Is a student allowed credit for one year in a foreign language without com­
pleting a second year? _________
7. How many pupils are enrolled in your classes:
1st yr, Spanish _____ 2nd yr, Spanish ______ 3rd yr. Spanish ________
French French French
German  ____ German ____ _ German _______
Latin _____ Latin ____ _ Latin ________
General
Please check with an " x "  the teaching aids you use.
Please check with an additional " x ”  the teaching aids you find most useful:
  Posters _____ Movies ___ _ Post Cards
_______ Pictures _____ Recordings _____ Correspondence
  Magazines ____ _ Recorders________ _____ Others
2. Upon which area of instruction do yov put most stress;
Speaking ______ Writing
  Listening ______ Reading and Translation
3. Should a language course be offered in Montana High Schools?
4. Should a language be required in Montana High Schools? _____
5. If only one language can be offered, then which one? ________
6. Does a two year language course develop usable language abilities in a 
majority of pupils?  ______________ ________________ ____________
7. Some states recommend that language instruction begin in the elementaiy 
schoolso Would you recommend this and if so, in what grade should 
it begin?  ______________ .._____________________
(Please comment freely on the last several questions. Use the renaining 
space on this page and the back of this sheet for your remarks,)
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APPENDIX B
TEXT BOOKS USED IN i- OREIGN LANGUAGE COURSES 
IN MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
Spanish
El Camlno Real. Book I, by E. M. Jarrett and J. J, McManus
El Camlno Real. Book II, by E, M. Jarrett and J. J. McManus
Languagie. Literature and Life. Spanish Book I,
by '^'riedman, Aronja, Carvajal
Language. Literature.and Life. Spanish Book II,
by f̂ riedtnan, Aronja, Carvajal
El Espanol al Dia. Book I, by Turk Allen
El Espanol al Dia » Book II, by Turk Allen
Fronteras. Book I, by Doris King Arjona
Fronteras. Book II, by Doris King Arjona
Spanish. Grammar and Conversation, by B. E. Thomas
Primer Curso de Espanol. by Pittaro and Green
Segundo Curso de Espanol. by Pittaro and Green
El Mundo Espanol. Book I, by Casis, Switzer, Harrison,
Woohey
El Mundo Espanol. Book II, by Casis, Switzer, Harrison,
Woolsey
Fundamentos de Espanol. by Salas and Salas 
Spain and America, by Friedman, Aronja, Carvajal
Selected Reading in Spanish 
Elementary Spanish Reader, by Harrison 
Anecdotas Faciles, by John M. Pittaro
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Çuentoa jr Leyendas. by Hill and Cana
Los Otros Americanos, by Weisinger and Johnson
Misterlos 2  Problems, by Alpern
Conversaclon Facil. by John M. Pittaro
Tres Cuentos. by Carlos Garcia
Voces de las Espanas. by W. V. Kaulfers
Say It in Spanish. Sherman W. Brown
French
First Year French, by O^Brien and La France 
Second Year French. by O’Brien and La France 
French Book One, by Smith and Roberts 
Standard French Grammar. by Fraser and Squair 
Phoenetic Chardenal Grammar. by Chardenal and GrosJean
Selected Reading in French 
French Reader for Beginners, by Arthur Beattie 
Parlez-vous Français? by Huebener and Heuschatz 
Cours Moyen de Français, by Dale and Dale 
La Belle France, by Vermont
Danze Petites Pieces Faciles, by Pierre Macy 
Chants de France, by Pierre Macy
Latin
Latin for Americans. Book I, by Ullraan and Henry 
Latin for Americans. Book II, by Ullman and Henry
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Using Latin. Book I, by Scott, Horn, Gumraere 
Using: Latin. Book II, by Scott, Horn, Gumraere 
Latin and the Romans. Book I, by Jenkins and Wagener
Latin and the Romans. Book XI, by Jenkins and Wagener
Latin by Smith and Thompson 
Latin II. by Scudder
Latin for Today. Book I, by Gray and Jenkins
Latin for Today. Book II, by Gray and Jenkins
Language. Literature, and Life. Book I, by Scott, Sanford,
Gumraere
German
New German Grammar. by Bacon
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APPENDIX C
NAME AND LCCATICN OF KOTTTAKA PUELIC HIGH 
SCHOOLS THAT RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES
GROUP I SCHOOLS
Anaconda Senior High School 
and Ninth Grade 
Anaconda, Montana 
Billings High School 
Billings, Montana 
Butte High School 
Butte, Montana 
Custer County High School 
Miles City, Montana 
Dawson County High School 
Glendive, Montana 
Fergus County High School 
Lewistown, Montana 
Flathead County High School 
Kalispell, Montana 
Gallatin County High School 
Bozeman, Montana 
Great Falls High School 
Great Falls, J.ontana 
Helena High School 
Helena, Montana 
Missoula County High School 
Missoula, Montana 
Park County High School 
Livingston, Montana
GROUP II SCHOOLS
Baker High School 
Baker, Montana 
Beaverhead County High School 
Dillon, Montana 
Columbia Falls High School 
Columbia Falls, Montana 
Conrad High School 
Conrad, Montana 
Cut Bank High School 
Cut Bank, Montana
GRUUE II SCHOOLS (contd)
Fairview High School 
Fairview, Montana 
Fort Benton High School 
Fort Benton, Montana 
Hamilton High School 
Hamilton, Montana 
Hardin High School 
Hardin, Montana 
Laurel High School 
Laurel, Montana 
Libby High School 
Libby, Montana 
Malta Higa School 
Malta, Montana 
Poison High School 
Poison, Montana 
Powell County High School 
Deer Lodge, Montana 
Ronan High School 
Ronan, Montana 
Shelby High School 
Shelby, Montana 
Sidney High School 
Sidney, Montana 
Sweet Grass County High School 
Big Timber, Montana
GROUP III SCHOOLS
Belt Valley High School 
Belt, Montana 
Cascade High School 
Cascade, Montana 
Columbus High School 
Columbus, Montana 
Corvallis High School 
Corvallis, Montana
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KAI4E AND LOCATION OF MONTANA PUBLIC HIGH 
SCHOOLS THAT RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES
GROUP III (contd)
Forsyth High School 
Forsyth, Montana 
Harlowton High School 
Harlowton, Montana 
Lodge Grass High School 
Lodge Grass, Montana 
Red Lodge High School 
Red Lodge, Montana 
Simms High School 
Simms, Montana 
Stevensville High School 
Stevensville, Montana 
Thompson Falls High School 
Thompson Falls, Montana 
Valier High School 
Valier, Montana 
White Sulphur Springs 
White Sulphur, Montana 
Worden High School 
Worden, Montana
GROUP XV SCHOOLS
Augusta High School 
Augusta, Montana 
Belfry High School 
Belfry, Montana 
Opheim High School 
Opheim, Montana
GROUP V SCHOOLS
Box Elder High School 
Box Elder, Montana 
Neihart High School 
Neihart, Montana
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